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January 14, 2004

To all current members, ASC owners and administrators:

I wanted to give you an update as to the status of IASCA. During the past few months there has been a bustle of activity within the association and the board. In November it was released that the Idaho Hospital Assn, was in a position to draft legislation to restrict Specialty hospitals in the next legislative session. After much discussion and research, the concern to our Idaho ASC’s is that during session other entities could be somehow defined and wrapped up into this piece of legislation. The 4 targeted specialty hospitals quickly formed a coalition and hired a lobbyist to help fight this legislation and IASCA also formed a defense as well. In December, Rob Schwartz Executive Director of the Colorado Ambulatory Surgery Center Assn came in for 3 days to analyze our situation in Idaho and also to assist in choosing the best lobbyist to represent us and put us in a good defensive position for future legislation. Rob came highly recommended by our national associations, and has assisted over 30 states in legislative ASC issues. I would invite you to go directly to his website at www.cascacolorado.com for more information on him. We have been able to successfully negotiate with Skip Smyser and I am looking forward to working with him. Our first discussion meeting is scheduled on Wednesday, January 19th and I will keep you posted on anything that arises throughout this legislative session. He will be addressing our membership on February 9th and answering any questions that we may have on the political process.

Due to our ever-changing association and financial demands, the membership structure was reformatted to meet our operating needs and future lobbying costs. You should be receiving the applications for this within the next few days and I urge you to renew your membership with IASCA. If you do have questions, please feel free to contact me at your convenience. Please note that the board continues to operate strictly on a volunteer basis and has spent a considerable amount of time working for you on many issues that have come up over the last year. 

Our 2005 legislative session is in full swing and due to requests from the membership; another legislative forum reception has been arranged. This will be in conjunction with our winter meeting which is set for: 

February 9th
Doubletree Riverside, Boise – beginning at 8:00 am- agenda to follow shortly

5:00 to 6:00 is our legislative & associate IASCA reception dinner and speaker and dinner to follow. Registration cost will be $175.00 including b/l/d. If physicians and/or associate members wish to only attend the reception and dinner only, cost will be $75.00.

Please mark your calendar for this event as it will prove to be one of our best yet!

I hope this letter finds you in good health and may 2005 be a strong and prosperous year for all of our ASC’s. 

Sincere regards,

Christy Davies, President

IASCA
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