April 19, 2004

President George Bush

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, US 20500

FAX: 202-456-2461

Dear Mr. President:

As a (    ______       )providing care to many Medicare patients in the (       ) in (  ), I am writing to protest the five-year freeze on Medicare reimbursement rates to ambulatory surgery centers.

Ambulatory surgery centers are able to provide very high quality, cost effective surgical care. The (             ) is very popular with patients, and it is well organized for physicians also. We are able to provide surgery efficiently, and our nursing staff if very experienced in the procedures we do, so we can maintain the highest level of care with a personal touch.

I understand the Congress has placed a five-year freeze on Medicare’s reimbursement rates to ASCs. It would be very difficult to continue providing services to Medicare patients under those circumstances. I am afraid that we would have to do their surgery in the hospital, which is generally more expensive to the Medicare patient. In addition to the higher costs to the government, the patients would pay much higher copayments. This would be a real disservice to your constituents who are on Medicare.

The (         ) is an important part of the high quality health care we are able to provide in Twin Falls and the surrounding area. I hope Congress will do nothing to diminish the ability of the center to continue its tradition of excellent service to all patients.

I ask that you please work to repeal the freeze on Medicare rates to ambulatory surgery centers.

Sincerely,

.

Physician

Cc: all local senators and representatives


Gov. Kempthorne

