ASC CALL TO ACTION


Ambulatory Surgical Center Payment
Modernization Act
Your Help Needed!
Senator Michael Crapo from Idaho and Representative Wally Herger from California, have introduced legislation to establish a new ASC payment system and to reform the mechanism that CMS uses to determine what procedures Medicare reimburses ASCs for providing. S. 1884 and H.R. 4042 were developed in concert with the ASC community. 
Under these bills, CMS would develop a list of those procedures that ASCs would not be paid for rather than the current process of determining what procedures ASCs will be paid for. In addition, the existing criteria for determining which procedures will be reimbursed would be replaced by the two criteria: 1) is it safe to perform in an ASC? 2) can it be performed without an overnight stay? If the answer to either question is no, Medicare would not pay ASCs for performing. These two changes should significantly expand Medicare beneficiaries’ access to ASCs. 
S. 1884 and H.R. 4042 would require CMS to pay ASCs based on the HOPD rate. Specifically, the payment would be 75% of the HOPD rate. This would include all items that HOPDs are paid for in addition to the basic surgical procedure such as pass-throughs. The proposal would include a phase-in and special transition rules to avoid disruptions in access that would occur if sudden changes in payments occurred. 
FASA needs you to call, email or write to your Senators and Representative in Congress and encourage them to be a cosponsor of Senator Crapo’s and Representative Herger’s bills. Action is being taken on Capitol Hill, and your Members of Congress need to hear from you. A summary of these bills and draft letters urging co-sponsorship can be found below. Please send FASA a copy of the letter to your Senators and Representative. If you have any questions or need any assistance, contact FASA at 703.836.8808. 
 Access these resources at www.fasa.org/ascrefom or call FASA for copies today!
· Copies of S. 1884 and H.R. 4042 Ambulatory Surgical Center Medicare Payment Modernization Act of 2005
· Bill Summary on the Ambulatory Surgical Center Payment Modernization Act 
· Draft Letter to Senators Requesting Co-sponsorship 

· Draft Letter to Representatives Requesting Co-sponsorship
· Congressman Herger’s Dear Colleague Letter  
· Who are My Senators? 

· Who is My Representative? 
TAKE ACTION TODAY!

